Cruising new scas

Caribbean cruise success
for Reina del Mar

In planning the itinerary of Reina del
Mar's’ first venture into the Caribbean

cruising field we had nothing to go on
S Y could be glesncd rom bk,
maps, tourist liter course the

v of pore agents;for the rest Tt was all
in the mind and it could well have turned
out that our preconceived notions were far
removed from reality.

o K s s guch sppen

were unfounded. The Caritbean an
in gmmn and our five Weat Tndian ilands
in particular, prmcd t© bc all that we had
expected, fully the adjectives we
70 uscd i writing about the projected
crise . CLASNAN; colourl, fomante,

exuberant, tropical, palm-fringe
For the passengers, there is no doubt that
he crise was a saceess and that there will
bea demand fr the epeatcvise nest yer.

Union-Castle’s cruise ship Reina
del Mar made new friends in the
long-range holiday market when
she carried out her first UK-
Caribbean cruisc in carly 1973
Already Union-Castle is planning
a similar voyage for 1974. Here,
K. J. Brett describes the cruise
calls, most of which will be made
again next year.

appy voyage,
o for the regular Reina da Mar sup-
porters—of whom remarkable
Poiners on bosrd—amn thoee who 4ot
previously know the ship (bt who will now
surely travel in her agai

‘or the story of e start
i he i o Tomeite Bayaveble s

were made and strengthened and time and.
ryday o

the demands of everyday life seemed t
matter less and les:

hatever the dchg)m of the ocea
Tomage, gus purpoge s o rech the Ve
Indics. So when Reina del Mar docked at

passenges on deck o cach the i gimpee
of a Caribbean island. Port of Spain is a
Dusy commereal por and the ship ted up

i

rgo berth with all the paraphernalia

of dockeide sheds and.installoionss never:

theless, the faces on the quayside and the

backdrop of hills behind the town were

enough to assure us that we were indeed
from home.

Before reaching Trinidad some had felt
apprehension about the political and social
climate in relation to white visitors, but in
the event nobody enaonatered nytking but
the utmost courtesy and fi
mically Trinicad is & beautfal island s
diversity of attractions ranging from wooded
mountain slopes and rich valleys to tropical

fringed beaches, of which Maracas beach,
just 40 minutes exciting drive from Pozt
of Spain, is as delightful a spot as one could.
wish to see. Port of Spain itself is big and
Dustling bt these iy the very plessant
‘Savannah Park within easy reach of the city
centre, although in a shade temperature of
0°F it was a bit 100 far to walk.

For two hours before the vessel sailed at
0100 a steel band played on the quayside
roviding a fiting climax to a full and
able day. Passengers wercamazed at the
pality of sound produced by the steel
Band and the almost symphonic tonal range.
spact from the shythonic exuberance o the
calypso num
After a day at sca the ship reached Anti-

inshine. Ant
ed 10 be quite a contrast to Trinidad:
the landscape undulating rather than spec-
tacular, except for the magnificent view of

grov mesnulils the and sppesrs
Torely mzxmy onto

In spite of this, e geneml impression
of Antigua is a happy one. The shantics
were mostly buried in flowers an
patch of land with a goat OF two. Coiten
played happily in the dusty roads and overall
was a general air of casy indolence in the
sun; a relaxed and friendly island with @
supcrb range of beaches, which proved
very popular with Reina del Mar passengers.

Most visitors to the island at some time
o ot make theiz vy, o Englsh Harbous

and Nel

Garchlly and Im'mgly rcxmrcd
it mu be said uat the presence of 30
many tourists, all busily downing
Plamers punch or photographing cach other
against Admiral’s Inn, dets

now also a chting c
pctue of i includes e of gﬂccf\ll
craft at

Ao, ke Trinidad, again provided us
with two hours of steel band on the quay-
side, this time rning, whilst st
night there was a shipboard entertainment
including Calypso singing and limbo dan-




